
 

Hodi—karibu 
Swahili  greeting for “be welcome to my home” 

Renewal: Implementing Change 
Hearth to Hearth Ministries is bubbling 

with change and new beginnings. This first 

edition of our redesigned newsletter is en-

titled ―Hodi—Karibu‖. In Swahili, greet-

ings are important. When you visit 

someone’s home, you call out in a loud 

voice, ―Hodi‖ which announces that you 

are there and would like to come in. The 

occupant responds with ―Hodi‖ or 

―Karibu‖ meaning that you are welcome to 

enter. We used this title to symbolize the 

relationship we are trying to build between 

our sponsors and the children at our or-

phanages. Our kids are saying, ―be wel-

come to our home.‖ 

 

This summer our Executive Director, Pas-

tor Devon Herrell led a team of staff mem-

bers to visit all of our orphanages: Hope 

for Children Center, Good Samaritan 

Home, and Maranatha Children’s Home. 

The purpose of this visit was to meet the 

administrators & staff, review the opera-

tions of our orphanages, assure appropriate 

staff levels, and provide training.  

 

Local community leaders in the region 

around Hope Center and Good Samaritan 

Home have agreed to participate in a Com-

munity Advisory Committee to provide 

guidance and oversight for these orphanag-

es. This committee has made a variety of 

recommendations relative to renovations 

they would like to see at the centers as well 

as some changes in operations policies and 

practices. We are very happy to have the 

local community involved in our projects. 

Devon and the team also spent a lot of 

quality time with the children at each of 

the orphanages. They took pictures and 

collected letters to sponsors, which they 

brought back with them. Deb Nickerson, 

our Sponsorship Director, sent them all out 

to sponsors  after they got back and we are 

hoping to have new letters from all of our 

kids by Christmas.  

 

While in Nairobi, the team was able to 

finalize the Non-Governmental Organiza-

tion (NGO) status of Hearth to Hearth 

Ministries in Kenya. This will allow us to 

have official status in Kenya and make it 

possible for our orphanages there to be-

come registered with the government and 

to obtain some grants and other govern-

ment assistance. In addition, once our or-

phanages are registered as charitable chil-

dren’s organizations, they will receive 

government oversight and inspections to 

ensure that we are in compliance with gov-

ernment regulations. 

We are excited about the future of our or-

phanages in Kenya and Uganda. We cur-

rently have 82 children at Hope Center, 32 

children at Good Samaritan Home, and 39 

children at Maranatha. While the number 

of children we support is smaller than in 

the past, we are confident that the children 

at our centers are truly qualified to be there 

and that we are able to provide a consistent 

good quality of life for them.  
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Hope For Children Center 

―It is important we appreciate God’s hands 

in our being here, at the Hope Center. We 

should be thankful and prayerful for the 

assistance we get from our sponsors and 

those who have volunteered both in Amer-

ica and in Kenya to see us get an education 

and have normal lives just as those who 

have parents alive‖. This was Bryan 

Arunga’s sermon one Friday afternoon. He 

finalized his sermon by reading from Ex 

14:14 which says that God will fight for 

His children like those of Hope Center. 

Bryan Arunga is one of our children here 

and the spiritual leader at the Center. 

Our children attend local public schools, 

but we are investigating the costs of reno-

vating the primary school at Hope Center 

to determine if it can be re-opened as a 

way to improve the education of the chil-

dren and eliminate the long walk that the 

children have to make each day to school. 

 

Having electricity at the Center has been a 

big improvement in the lives of the chil-

dren. It is much easier for them to study in 

the evenings and their grades reflect this. 

When our staff visited Hope Center this 

summer, new washrooms were built, and it 

makes it much easier for the kids to get 

ready for school. 

 

We have attempted to have a well dug at 

Hope Center several times – without suc-

cess. It seems that the water table in this 

location is very deep and the methods used 

to date have not been able to penetrate 

thick igneous rock to get to the water. We 

are evaluating companies that employ 

modern well-drilling technology, but the 

costs seem to be very high. If we can find a 

reasonable approach, a well to supply 

fresh, clean water would be a huge im-

provement.  

 

Today, the children have to bring water by 

donkey from the river or collect rainwater 

runoff from the buildings. We will keep 

you informed about our progress. 

There is a large field on the property at 

Hope Center which is being used to raise 

some pineapples and other fruit and vege-

tables, and we hope to expand this opera-

tion to provide more fresh produce for the 

orphanage meals. New menus have been 

instituted since this summer also to pro-

vide proper proportions of a more balanced 

diet at each of our orphanages.  

 

The children love to worship, sing, and 

study the Bible. Hope Center has a very 

talented choir which is invited to sing at 

many of the local churches. You can watch 

a short video of them performing at Hope 

Center on our web site: www.hthm.org. 

Good Samaritan Home 
Good Samaritan Home is located within 

walking distance of Hope Center. The 

children there attend local public schools.  

This summer, Alice, the Administrator at 

Good Samaritan Home asked to have some 

chickens so she wouldn’t have to buy 

eggs. Fifty chickens were purchased, and 

they supply all the eggs needed by the 

cooks at Good Samaritan Home. We 

would like to implement more of these self

-sustaining practices. 

 

The picture on the right shows the Admin-

istrator, Alice standing with Ruth and 

some of the children from Good Samaritan 

Home.  

Christmas Gift Idea 
 

One of our goals is to provide each child 

with a Bible and to substantially increase 

the book inventory of our orphanage  

libraries.  The children love to read and our 

inventory of books is limited. This is a 

great way to encourage the kids to expand 

their world and improve their reading 

skills. 

 

We would also like to provide the children 

at all of our orphanages with educational 

games and sports equipment. The kids all 

love to play football (soccer), and they are 

really good at it. Giving them some new 

balls, nets, shoes, and T-shirts would make 

them so happy! 

 

Our children are required to wear uniforms 

and good shoes when they attend school. 

This is always a large annual expense. 

Your support for clothes, uniforms, and 

shoes is appreciated. 

 

We have found out through experience that  

even though we would like to send gift 

packages to the orphanages, it is much 

more cost-effective to send donations that 

we can use to purchase gifts in Africa. 

Packages are expensive to ship and our 

staff in Africa has to pay import duty on all 

packages also.  

 

Mark your donation so we know how you 

want the money used. Send your donation 

by check or credit card or you can donate 

on our web site: www.hthm.org. 
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The children at Maranatha Children’s 

Home have been busy cleaning their dorms 

inside and out. They are proud of their 

home and work 

hard to keep it in 

good condition. 

Photos of the kids 

at right show 

some of them at 

cleaning the out-

side of the dormatory. 

The children have also been working in the 

gardens the Center has at a remote site, but 

heavy rains have caused flooding in the 

area and made it quite an adventure to 

cross the river 

on the way to 

the gardens. 

The water was 

waist deep over 

the road and they had to carry the harvest-

ed beans by hand across the river. Even the 

Administrators 

motorcycle had 

to be carried 

across the rush-

ing water.  
The children of Maranatha Children’s Home 

More photos on our web site: www.hthm.org  

Maranatha Children’s Home 

Post Secondary Education Programs 
Our main focus at Hearth to Hearth Min-

istries is to save the starving young chil-

dren of Africa who do not have parents 

capable of taking care of them. The kids 

tend to be quite young when they come to 

our orphanages. Our Admissions Policy 

requires that they be less than 14 years old 

when they are admitted, but these kids 

grow up and soon they are ready to gradu-

ate from secondary school (High School). 

 

Helping them transition from the security 

of the orphanage to being able to find a job 

that will sustain themselves as adults is a 

big challenge for these kids. We have initi-

ated a program to help them get vocational 

training or go to college in an attempt to 

give them a chance to not only survive, but 

thrive as productive adults. The only way 

we can do this is if sponsors will support 

these kids in this next level of education. 

The costs are not as high as they are in the 

U.S. but they are higher than the $30 per-

month sponsorship fees when they are liv-

ing at the orphanage. 

 

Typical costs for a child to attend college 

is typically less than $1,800/year, which 

covers tuition, books, room/board, and 

personal expenses. Sometimes a computer 

is required or additional supplies depend-

ing on the course of study. The length of 

the college education is also dependent 

upon the degree being obtained. 

Vocational school is less expensive – gen-

erally a few hundred dollars – and the 

length of the courses are typically less than 

a year. We hope to include vocational 

training for our older children right at 

Hope For Children Center in the future. 

This could substantially reduce the cost for 

this training and give our older children 

marketable skills like tailoring, cabinet-

making, or farming. 

 

If you are interested in supporting one of 

our older children through this program, 

contact us about specific candidates and 

their desired educational course. E-mail us 

at sponsorship@hearthtohearth.org. 

Help Us Save $$ 
 

We do our best to use the donations we 

receive most effectively. One way you can 

help us save is by receiving this newsletter 

electronically, which eliminates our cost 

for printing and postage. The newsletter is 

posted on our web site and we send out an 

e-mail with a link to it as soon as it is 

available. If you are already getting these e

-mails and don’t need to receive the printed 

newsletter, send me an e-mail at 

PR@hearthtohearth.org and we’ll take you 

off the mailing list. If you are not on our e-

mail list but would be willing to receive 

the newsletter this way, send me an e-mail 

and I’ll get you signed up.  

Of the 153 children in our orphanages, 43 

do not have sponsors. The $30/month 

sponsorship fee covers only basic needs of 

our children, so you can imagine that with 

over 25% of our children having no spon-

sor, our finances are being stretched. We 

need your help to find new sponsors.  

 

If you know someone who might be able to 

help us, please have them contact our 

Sponsorship Director, Deb Nickerson at 

sponsorship@hearthtohearth.org or call 

231-325-2657.  To see short biographies 
and photos of children who still need spon-

sors, go to our web site www.hthm.org and 

click on the Sponsor an Orphan link on 

the right side of the home page. Here is 

just one of the kids on the list:  

S-039 Samson 

Odhiambo is a total 

orphan. Both of his 

parents died of HIV/

AIDS. He came to 

the orphanage in 

2006 with only the 

clothes on his back.  

 

He helps do chores at the Center and likes 

playing football (soccer) and sings in the 

choir. 

Sponsorship Corner 

mailto:sponsorship@hearthtohearth.org
mailto:PR@hearthtohearth.org
mailto:sponsorship@hearthtohearth.org
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My Life as an Orphan—By Dan Omolo H-247 

Life as an orphan is one of the things that a person would never wish to go through.  I can recall very well 

after the death of my beloved mother, life was unbearable on my side.  At that young age (seven), I was 

forced to go and live in the streets of Kisumu as a member of a street children’s gang. 

 

Life in the streets was like living in Hell to me, because at times I was forced to abuse drugs with them.  It 

was the only way I could be accepted as part of their ―family‖.  Things were not working out as I had ex-

pected because in my life, I had never wanted to use drugs.  I decided to part ways, and moved to Homa-

Bay.  In the process of looking for where I could put my head, I heard of Hope Center.  This was in 2006 

after the standard eight exams for which I had been sponsored by a well-wisher, who soon after passed 

away.  When I came to Hope Center in early 2007 when Mother Vicki took me as her son and promised to support me.   

 

What being at Hope Center meant to me was a new chance at life.  My mother Vicki’s good heart means a lot to me.  I never knew 

whether I was to get a home to stay, or have somebody to replace my mother, have food to eat, or continue my education as my 

dreams had been.  But Hearth to Hearth Ministries gave me a new hope for the future. It has changed my life greatly.  I never 

dreamed I would be able to finish high school, but now I am in college thanks to my new family’s openness and loving character. 

Truly, being at Hope Center gave me a life that no one would ever have thought of. 

 

To everyone who reads this, please have the same heart as my new family and help the African orphans, sympathize and empathize 

with them.  Extend your love to them and by doing so; God will bless you so abundantly.  Through the smallest donation you can 

make, when gathered with others you can make a big change in their lives. 

 

May God bless the staff of Hearth to Hearth Ministries for the help they offer and will continue offering by God’s grace.  I would 

also pray that in years to come, after completion of my college studies, I will help other children the way I was helped.  To the entire 

staff of Hearth to Hearth Ministries and those who are supporting it, may God be with you. 

 

(Dan is majoring in Biology with the hope of becoming a teacher)  


